
bystanders. This is a story of the love, hope, 
strength and perseverance of a group of         
Pennsylvania Air National Guard Airmen and 
the litter of pups with whom they formed one 
of these special  bonds while deployed                                                                                       
to Afghanistan.                                                

On a cold December morning in the mountains 
of Afghanistan, Justin Harcourt, one of the 
Airmen in the Pennsylvania Air National 
Guardõs RED HORSE squadron, went out to 
get water from the perimeter of the base and 
discovered some pups huddled in a cave. A 
small group of   Airmen decided to keep tabs 
on the pups. Ryan Mumma is one of those 
men. 

òThe weather had been getting pretty cold, 
being that we were nearly 7,000 feet above sea 
level in the mountains of Afghanistan, and we 
were all a little concerned about the pups. We 

continued to check on them for about a 
week and it seemed that every time we 

went, the mother was not around. 
The puppies were cold and 

always wet and we were               
concerned about their 
health,ó recalls 
Mumma. òWhen we 

checked on them 
one morning, we 
found that one 
had died    

Continued   page 8                                    

      

By Joy LePree 

War is difficult for everyone involved, from 
the military members to their families back 
home to the bystanders living in the      
country where the fighting takes place. But 
it is also necessary in that it guards, protects 
and provides our freedom. War can also  
create extraordinary relationships    between                                         
military members,                         
between  civilians 
and the troops 
they support, 
and in some 
c a s e s ,        
b e t w e e n 
t h e          
m i l i t a r y 
and the 
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  Ryan with Marley. Photo courtesy of Ryan Mumma.  

Sandi Ryan of  BHPAH              

with Mulligan!  
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To all our fellow dog lovers, 

Thank you for such a warm welcome! The Wet Nose News has been received with 
open arms, loving hearts and lots of wet kisses from both our two- and four-legged 
friends! We are truly humbled by the response. Iõd be remiss if I did not say we were 
also ecstatic! This only leaves one thing, we now have a BIG problem. Can we keep it 
going and live up to the hype? 

Well, we will certainly aim to please. We have lots of great ideas and big plans.  
However, our main goal remains to promote education and awareness about respon-
sible dog ownership to the public. This brings to mind a particular thought. As I am 
sure you are aware, the movie Marmaduke hit the big screen on June 4th.  Personally, I 
am a fan of silly dog movies and plan to see it. Unfortunately, it raises some valid con-
cerns for dog welfare advocates. Whenever there is a lot of hype about a particular 
dog breed, we humans become almost obsessed with the current òdog of the minute.ó 
While it may bring welcome recognition to the positive attributes of a particular 
breed (in this case the loving loyalty and sometimes hilarious foibles of Great Danes), 
it can also be dangerous for that breed. 

Following the release of Marmaduke, many people will be truly touched and                
potentially moved to adopt a Great Dane. The most successful adoptions and        
loving connections will be made by those who first take the time to thoroughly 
research and understand this regal breed and consider, realistically, the laundry list 
of responsibilities, needs and concerns associated with owning such a large, and almost exotic, breed. Those who are sure they can handle the 
responsibility, provide for the special needs of a large breed and are willing and truly able to take on the task of Great Dane ownership will 
serve the breed well and in return will be the lucky recipients of king-sized doggie devotion. 

However, there is always the inevitable flurry of irresponsible, ignorant and thoughtless humans who will blindly jump into ownership of a 
Great Dane, expecting it to miraculously behave just like Owen Wilsonõs character, Marmaduke. This is exceptionally dangerous. Sure, many 
Great Danes will be adopted or even purchased, but how many will be returned or given up to shelters, or worse, neglected or left curbside?  

Case in point, I recently heard about a woman who purchased a Great Dane for $3,500 (a discounted price, by the way). Unfortunately, she 
did not do her homework, nor did she consider ALL the factors associated with owning a dog of this caliber. For instance, she did not take 
into account the fact that when you acquire a breed of dog that will quickly hit the 200-pound mark that space is moue importunate!! She is 
now the owner of a dog that is not only bigger than her, but also larger than her townhouse and its postage stamp-sized, unfenced yard can 
comfortably and safely accommodate. The result: she is now the humbled owner of an unruly giant of a dog. This is not the fault of the dog or 
characteristic of the breed. It is the upsetting and unacceptable blunder of an irresponsible person who did not take the time to educate   
herself about the needs of this beautiful breed. 

If she had read The Wet Nose News (sorry, I couldnõt resist), perhaps she would understand that there are real responsibilities that come 
with dog ownership, including the ability to provide the basic needs ð food, shelter, activity, medical, and a properly sized living area, etc. ð 
of the breed. Please, do not adopt a Great Dane, or any other breed, without first completely understanding all that will be involved with 
owning, properly caring for and loving a big, silly dogééélike Marmaduke.                                               

             Tammy Collins 

P u b l i s h e r õ s  L e t t e r 
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This is Frizzly, a Great Dane & a good friend to Enzo.   



with her or doing what 
he has to do. Hachi licks 
her hand and for the last 
time makes the long 
journey back to wait for 
his master on the brick 
wall of the train station. 
He remains there, be-
coming a fixture at the 
station where local  
merchants see that heõs 
fed and kept healthy, 
leaving his spot only to 
sleep under railcars 
each night. Even as the 
years take their toll on 
Hachi, he never gives up 
his quest to be reunited 
with his master. In the 

middle of one of the countless nights, 
Hachi awakens to a bright light, which 
sends him to his waiting spot. The    
station doors open to a flood of light and 
Parker walks out. It is with much joy 
that Hachi is finally reunited with his 
master in dog heaven. 

Making the tale more remarkable (and 
possibly more gut wrenching) is that at 
the end you find out that Hachi is based 
on a true story of a famous Japanese 
Akita dog, Hachiko, who waited for his 
master at the train station for years after 
the man had passed away. A statue 
stands in Japan at the place where the 
real Hachiko showed his loyalty. 

Joyõs Bite: 

I rented this exceptional movie knowing 
nothing about it, other than that it was 
about a dog and did not contain violence 
or foul language, which meant my 7 and 
10 year old sons could watch it with me. 
I did not expect to discover such a 
deeply emotional gem of a movie, but 
Iõm sure glad I did. 

Yes, we cried buckets while viewing and 
I even shed a tear while writing this 
review, but isnõt that the aim of a good 
flick ð to make you feel deeply for the 
characters? And, though it was             
unabashedly a tear-jerker of a flick,        
seeing the sheer joy when Hachiõs      
loyalty was ultimately rewarded was 
worth the price of the rental and box of 
tissues and then some. If you love a good 
story, this one will have you in doggie 
heaven. 
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Reviewed by Joy LePree 

The Tale: 

A brilliant and completely 
overlooked story of canine 
love and loyalty can be 
found in the 2010 DVD  
release of    Hachi: A Dogõs 
Tale. The movie opens with 
a school-age boy giving an 
oral presentation about his           
personal hero, Hachi, his 
grandfatherõs dog, and from 
there this remarkable tale 
unfolds. 

Years earlier, an Akita pup 
being sent from Japan to 
America somehow gets lost at a bucolic 
American train station where he is 
quickly found by college professor, 
Parker Wilson (Richard Gere). Parker 
attempts to leave the puppy with station 
manager, Carl (Jason Alexander), who 
refuses. Not knowing what else to do, 
Parker brings the little guy home and 
unsuccessfully attempts to find his   
rightful owner. Predictably, he grows to 
love the puppy despite the hesitancy of 
his wife, Cate (Joan Allen), who is still 
mourning the loss of the familyõs               
recently deceased dog. 

The movie uneventfully, yet endearingly 
chugs along as we watch how entirely 
and utterly Parker and Hachi fall in love 
and how effortlessly the now-grown dog 
slips into life in the household with the 
Parkers and their young adult daughter. 
Somewhere along the way, Hachi takes 
to walking Parker to the train station 
each morning as he leaves for work and 
perching atop a station wall, loyally 
waiting for him to return each evening. 

About two-thirds through the movie, 
Parker suddenly collapses and dies at 
work. Though the family understands 
that Parker will never return to the train 
station, sadly Hachi does not. The            
faithful dog breaks free from the yard, 
makes the trek to the station and waits 
unsuccessfully each day for his masterõs 
return until a family member retrieves 
him each night. When Parkerõs widow 
decides to pack up and move, the dog is 
relocated to the now-married daughterõs 

house, quite a distance away. After       
repeated escapes to and rescues 
from the train station, the daughter 
gives Hachi the choice of staying 
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 B a r k t a s t i c  

   Hachi :  A  Dogõs Tale  


